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         Seasonal Greetings
Your Executive extends Christmas Greetings to members and all good wishes for the New Year, especially a safe and enjoyable holiday season.

             Community Historian

The Rata Foundation (formerly the Canterbury Community Trust) has advised us that it has declined our application for funding the 2017 Community Historian. Unfortunately this is a permanent decision as the RF has decided against funding individual scholarships in the future. Our Community Historian scheme is deemed the equivalent in the way it has favoured individual rather than community group projects.

We are, of course, grateful for the support to the scheme given over many years, since 2001. In that time thirteen projects have been supported. The publications that have resulted are listed on the CHF website.
The Writers in Residence that several universities supported was the original inspiration behind the CHF’s idea for a Community Historian. We aimed for an award of sufficient monetary value to enable someone in employment (not an academic) to take a period of leave in order to complete a work for publication. The work was to be not necessarily a book, but, probably inevitably, that was how things turned out. 

The Community Trust saw the merit of the proposal and regularly granted $10,000. The ‘small grants’ we make from time to time to assist actual publication of historical work are separate and supplementary.
The Executive now has the task of finding a replacement scheme. One suggestion is 
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that we work closely with local historical societies or local archives/museums and assist them to conceive and develop projects to the point where we could put in a joint application for funding to the Rata Foundation. There is great scope for oral history research; collection, cataloguing and conservation of archives and artefacts; and identification of historical sites.

Any national funding body would be most unlikely to continue the regular funding that we have received in the past. The Canterbury focus alone would make that problematical. To realise $10,000 a year we would need a capital sum of over $200,000, a formidable amount to raise. 
             Subscriptions Please 
Our subscriptions, in the first instance, are used to meet our general running expenses and we do appreciate prompt payment when the notices go out.

A major cost is the annual audit carried out these days by totally independent chartered accountants. The Charities Commission, since it was formed, has rightly insisted on more rigorous definition of charitable activity and for charities to follow tighter procedures.

The CHF has long taken the view that because we are a fund-raising body we owe it to our subscribers and donors to have a full audit each year in order to give strict account of our financial management. 

Many small charities like ours have found recent audit charges grossly disproportionate to their means.

A lesser audit or ‘review’ is permitted, though the cost is still considerable. Small charities can also submit performance reports in lieu of more formal assessment. The Executive will probably recommend a change in procedure to the next AGM.
        In Memoriam: Agnes Cooper 
Agnes Cooper, who passed away recently, aged 101, was easily our most venerable Life Member. She taught History at St Margaret’s College for many years. The family has received the Foundation’s condolences.

Agnes’s life previous to her coming to New Zealand will be of some interest to members. She was born in Scotland in 1915 as Agnes Burr, was schooled in Cupar, Fife, and graduated M.A. from the University of St Andrews. She was teaching in Alexandria, Egypt (the Scottish School for Girls) when war broke out in 1939. While in Egypt, she met and married a New Zealander, Sgt Ivan     Cooper, and was moved to ‘married women’s quarters’ in Cairo out of range of enemy bombers.
Unfortunately, Ivan lost a leg in the fighting and was repatriated home to New Zealand. Agnes duly followed via South Africa and Australia to avoid the Japanese navy in the Indian Ocean. They eventually settled in Christchurch where Ivan managed the ‘Limb Factory’ as an expert fitter of artificial limbs. Agnes resumed her teaching career after time-out as a mother of three children.
Agnes was active in her church, in Riccarton Rotary and the Federation of University Women, particularly the Canterbury Branch’s Local History Group. She was one of the team that produced Round the Square in 1995, a history of Cathedral Square buildings and businesses.

Many will remember Agnes as a kind and gracious lady, always interested in people, committed to her students, and an exemplary community citizen.
         History Awards Ceremony 2016 
This annual prize-giving event organised by the University’s History Department will be held on Tuesday, 13 December, 12 noon to 2 pm. The venue is the John Britten Building on the Creyke Rd frontage.

A light lunch is offered. History graduands receive their degrees earlier the same day and are invited to attend. The History Department decided to let the occasion coincide with graduation to encourage the best possible student turn-out.

The late Gerald Hunt, co-founder of the CHF, made a generous endowment to fund one of the prizes and also some of the refreshments. CHF members are very welcome to attend. 
          Book on Captain Thomas
Captain Thomas is forever associated with the foundation of the Canterbury settlement in 1850 but no biography has ever been produced. His ‘Canterbury career’ aside, Hardly anything was known about his origins, his time in the army and where he went and what he did after leaving New Zealand. There is no record of his death.

Colin Amodeo, who needs no introduction to those interested in the history of early Canterbury, has laboured long and hard over the Thomas enigma and his biography is very near completion. It will be published next year by Canterbury University Press. 
The Foundation has made a small grant to assist Colin make the finishing touches.
             Anglican Archives
Jane Teal, the Anglican Archivist, advises that the Archives have re-opened. She is in attendance on Wednesdays and Fridays. An appointment is necessary. Jane can be contacted on 365-9444 (Wed and Fri) or 348-6960.
                Did You Know?
Before women got the parliamentary vote in 1893, those who were ratepayers were qualified to vote in local elections. Such were few in number until the Married Women’s Property Act was passed in 1884 which allowed all women who owned or occupied property in their own right, to have their names placed on the ratepayers’ roll.

Very few local electoral rolls survive from this early period, none incidentally for Christchurch. Those that do make it possible to estimate that up to 20% of ratepayer voters were female after 1884.  
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